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Can writings of the church fathers related to the field of social ethics be of value to contemporary discussions
on the topic? In addressing this question, the authors of this book discuss the exciting challenges that
scholars of both early Christianity and contemporary Catholic social thought face regarding the interaction of
historical sources and present issues.

Essays explore concerns related to hermeneutics, audiences, and political and social contexts. Some of the
essays take interest in particular social issues, including usury, property, justice, and common good. Others
evaluate the nature of the disciplines of early Christian studies and social ethics and why those disciplines
may have difficulty carrying on a dialogue.

Overall, the essays reflect on the potential difficulty of contextualizing early Christian documents that
purport to address socio-ethical themes both within their own time and place and within the research interests
of Christian social ethicists. Where one author may see this problem as insurmountable, another argues that
early Christian texts were written with multiple audiences in mind, especially future audiences such as
readers today. Several of the authors discuss the relevance of social ideas of the Fathers and how they
resonate with modern readers.

Johan Leemans is professor of Christianity in late antiquity at the Catholic University of Leuven and co-
author of "Let Us Die That We May Live": Greek Homilies on Christian Martyrs. Brian Matz, assistant
professor of historical theology at Carroll College, is author of Patristic Sources and Catholic Social
Teaching. Johan Verstraeten is professor of ethics at the Catholic University of Leuven and editor of
Scrutinizing the Signs of the Times in the Light of the Gospel.

Contributors: Pauline Allen, Reimund Bieringer, Susan Holman, Thomas Hughson, Brenda Ihssen, Johan
Leemans, Brian Matz, Wendy Mayer, Helen Rhee, Richard Schenk, Peter van Nuffelen, and Johan
Verstraeten

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK



"A small handbook of patristic hermeneutics which should be compulsory reading for anybody attempting to
read ancient homilies with a theological and ethical interest"
-Vigiliae Christianae
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Hill:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Reading Patristic Texts on Social Ethics: Issues and Challenges for
Twenty-First-Century Christian Social Thought (CUA Studies in Early Christianity).

David Jones:

This book untitled Reading Patristic Texts on Social Ethics: Issues and Challenges for Twenty-First-Century
Christian Social Thought (CUA Studies in Early Christianity) to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Rene King:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Reading Patristic Texts on
Social Ethics: Issues and Challenges for Twenty-First-Century Christian Social Thought (CUA Studies in
Early Christianity) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all
of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit,
you can pick Reading Patristic Texts on Social Ethics: Issues and Challenges for Twenty-First-Century
Christian Social Thought (CUA Studies in Early Christianity) become your personal starter.

Lynne Silva:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list is actually Reading Patristic Texts on Social Ethics: Issues and
Challenges for Twenty-First-Century Christian Social Thought (CUA Studies in Early Christianity). This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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