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There is nothing in all of American sport quite like baseball's spring training. This annual six-week ritual,
whose origins date back nearly a century and a half, fires the hearts and imaginations of fans who flock by
the hundreds of thousands to places like Dodgertown to glimpse superstars and living legends in a relaxed
moment and watch the drama of journeyman veterans and starry-eyed kids in search of that last spot on the
bench.
In Under the March Sun, Charles Fountain recounts for the first time the full and fascinating history of
spring training and its growth from a shoestring-budget roadtrip to burn off winter calories into a billion-
dollar-a-year business. In the early days southern hotels only reluctantly admitted ballplayers--and only if
they agreed not to mingle with other guests. Today cities fight for teams by spending millions in public
money to build ever-more-elaborate spring-training stadiums. In the early years of the 20th century, the
mayor of St. Petersburg, Florida, Al Lang, first realized that coverage in northern newspapers every spring
was publicity his growing city could never afford to buy. As the book demonstrates, cities have been
following Lang's lead ever since, building identities and economies through the media exposure and visitors
that spring training brings.
An entertaining cultural history that taps into the romance of baseball even as it reveals its more hard-nosed
commercial machinations, Under the March Sun shows why spring training draws so many fans southward
every March. While the prices may be growing and the intimacy and accessibility shrinking, they come
because the sunshine and sense of hope are timeless.
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From reader reviews:

Lou Morton:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Under the March Sun: The Story of Spring Training.

Daniel Buch:

The book Under the March Sun: The Story of Spring Training will bring that you the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Under the March Sun: The Story of Spring Training is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

Sharon Lopez:

The book untitled Under the March Sun: The Story of Spring Training is the book that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study
when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the
e-book of Under the March Sun: The Story of Spring Training from the publisher to make you a lot more
enjoy free time.

Sheri Williams:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Under the March Sun: The Story
of Spring Training which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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