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What does it mean to be a spectator to war in an era when the boundaries between witnessing and
perpetrating violence have become profoundly blurred? Arguing that the contemporary dynamics of military
spectatorship took shape in Napoleonic Europe, Watching War explores the status of warfare as a spectacle
unfolding before a mass audience. By showing that the battlefield was a virtual phenomenon long before the
invention of photography, film, or the Internet, this book proposes that the unique character of modern
conflicts has been a product of imaginary as much as material forces.

Warfare first became total in the Napoleonic era, when battles became too large and violent to be observed
firsthand and could only be grasped in the imagination. Thenceforth, fantasies of what war was or should be
proved critical for how wars were fought and experienced. As war's reach came to be limited only by the
creativity of the mind's eye, its campaigns gave rise to expectations that could not be fulfilled. As a result,
war's modern audiences have often found themselves bored more than enthralled by their encounters with
combat. Mieszkowski takes an interdisciplinary approach to this major ethical and political concern of our
time, bringing literary and philosophical texts into dialogue with artworks, historical documents, and classics
of photojournalism.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and important the book Watching War. All type of book is it
possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Jennifer Galaviz:

This Watching War book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
have by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This Watching War without we know
teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Watching
War can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Watching War having very good arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Coralee Lowe:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Watching War
suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Watching
Waris the main of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented
of the world with this book.

Jami Hannah:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be study.
Watching War can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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