
Pure Beauty: Judging Race in Japanese American
Beauty Pageants

Rebecca Chiyoko King-O’Riain

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0816647909
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0816647909
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0816647909


Pure Beauty: Judging Race in Japanese American Beauty
Pageants

Rebecca Chiyoko King-O’Riain

Pure Beauty: Judging Race in Japanese American Beauty Pageants Rebecca Chiyoko King-O’Riain
With a low rate of immigration and a high rate of interracial marriage, Japanese Americans today compose
the Asian ethnic group with the largest proportion of mixed-race members. Within Japanese American
communities, increased participation by mixed-race members, along with concerns about overassimilation,
has led to a search for cultural authenticity, giving new answers to the question, Who is Japanese American?
In Pure Beauty, Rebecca Chiyoko King-O’Riain tackles this question by studying a cultural institution:
Japanese American community beauty pageants in San Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle, and Honolulu. King-
O’Riain employs rich ethnographic fieldwork to discover how these pageants seek to maintain racial and
ethnic purity amid shifting notions of cultural identity. She uses revealing in-depth interviews with
candidates, queens, and community members, her experiences as a pageant committee member, and archival
research—including Japanese and English newspapers, museum collections, private photo albums, and
mementos—to establish both the importance and impossibility of racial purity. King-O’Riain examines racial
eligibility rules and tests, which encompass not only ancestry but also residency, community service, and
culture, and traces the history of pageants throughout the United States. Pure Beauty shows how racial and
gendered meanings are enacted through the pageants, and reveals their impact on Japanese American men,
women, and children. King-O’Riain concludes that the mixed-race challenge to racial understandings of
Japanese Americanness does not necessarily mean an end to race as we know it and asserts that race is
work—created and re-created in a social context. Ultimately, she determines that the concept of race, fragile
though it may be, is still one of the categories by which Japanese Americans are judged.Rebecca Chiyoko
King-O’Riain is lecturer in sociology at the National University of Ireland, Maynooth.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Renner:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Pure Beauty: Judging Race in
Japanese American Beauty Pageants is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jack Alexandre:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Pure Beauty: Judging Race in
Japanese American Beauty Pageants that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Pure Beauty: Judging Race in Japanese
American Beauty Pageants become your current starter.

Jill Williams:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top list in your reading list will be Pure Beauty: Judging Race in Japanese American Beauty Pageants.
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Peggy Gillman:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is called of book Pure Beauty: Judging Race in Japanese American Beauty Pageants. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place
to other place.
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