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The cognitive science of religion is a rapidly growing field whose practitioners apply insights from advances
in cognitive science in order to provide a better understanding of religious impulses, beliefs, and behaviors.
In this book Ilkka Pyysiäinen shows how this methodology can profitably be used in the comparative study
of beliefs about superhuman agents. He begins by developing a theoretical outline of the basic, modular
architecture of the human mind and especially the human capacity to understand agency. He then goes on to
discuss examples of supernatural agency in detail, arguing that the human ability to attribute beliefs and
desires to others forms the basis of conceptions of supernatural agents and of such social cognition in which
supernatural agents are postulated as interested parties in social life. Beliefs about supernatural agency are
natural, says Pyysiäinen, in the sense that such concepts are used in an intuitive and automatic fashion. Two
dots and a straight line below them automatically trigger the idea of a face, for example. Given that the mind
consists of a host of such modular mechanisms, certain kinds of beliefs will always have a selective
advantage over others. Abstract theological concepts are usually elaborate versions of such simpler and more
contagious folk conceptions. Pyysiäinen uses ethnographical and survey materials as well as doctrinal
treatises to show that there are certain recurrent patterns in beliefs about supernatural agents both at the level
of folk-religion and of formal theology.
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From reader reviews:

James Reveles:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This Supernatural Agents: Why We Believe in Souls, Gods, and
Buddhas is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Lois Silvey:

The book untitled Supernatural Agents: Why We Believe in Souls, Gods, and Buddhas contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
study.

Kristy Douglas:

This Supernatural Agents: Why We Believe in Souls, Gods, and Buddhas is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Supernatural Agents: Why We Believe in Souls, Gods, and Buddhas can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in
the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Ron Matthies:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Supernatural Agents: Why We Believe in Souls, Gods, and Buddhas when you necessary it?
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