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During the years preceding the composition of Tristan and Isolde, Wagner's aesthetics underwent a
momentous turnaround, principally as a result of his discovery of Schopenhauer. Many of Schopenhauer's
ideas, especially those regarding music's metaphysical significance, resonated with patterns of thought that
had long been central to Wagner's aesthetics, and Wagner described the entry of Schopenhauer into his life
as "a gift from heaven." Chafe argues that Wagner's Tristan and Isolde is a musical and dramatic exposition
of metaphysical ideas inspired by Schopenhauer. The first part of the book covers the philosophical and
literary underpinnings of the story, exploring Schopenhauer's metaphysics and Gottfried van Strassburg's
Tristan poem. Chafe then turns to the events in the opera, providing tonal and harmonic analyses that
reinforce his interpretation of the drama. Chafe acts as an expert guide, interpreting and illustrating most
important moments for his reader. Ultimately, Chafe creates a critical account of Tristan, in which the drama
is shown to develop through the music.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Perry:

The e-book untitled The Tragic and the Ecstatic: The Musical Revolution of Wagner's Tristan and Isolde is
the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Tragic and the Ecstatic: The Musical Revolution
of Wagner's Tristan and Isolde from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Clarence Bowen:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The Tragic and the Ecstatic: The Musical Revolution of
Wagner's Tristan and Isolde why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

George Hughes:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find publication that need more time to be examine. The Tragic and the Ecstatic: The Musical
Revolution of Wagner's Tristan and Isolde can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have
those short spare time problems.

Steven Hackett:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Tragic and the Ecstatic: The Musical Revolution of Wagner's Tristan and Isolde
we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read
a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at
this time book The Tragic and the Ecstatic: The Musical Revolution of Wagner's Tristan and Isolde. You can
more desirable than now.
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