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Although slaveholding southerners and Catholics in general had little in common, both groups found
themselves relentlessly attacked in the northern evangelical press during the decades leading up to the Civil
War. In Catholics, Slaveholders, and the Dilemma of American Evangelicalism, 1835-1860, W. Jason
Wallace skillfully examines sermons, books, newspaper articles, and private correspondence of members of
three antebellum groups--northern evangelicals, southern evangelicals, and Catholics--and argues that the
divisions among them stemmed, at least in part, from disagreements over the role that religious convictions
played in a free society.

Focusing on journals such as The Downfall of Babylon, Zion's Herald, The New York Evangelist, and The
New York Observer, Wallace argues that northern evangelicals constructed a national narrative after their
own image and, in the course of vigorous promotion of that narrative, attacked what they believed was the
immoral authoritarianism of both the Catholic and the slaveholder. He then examines the response of both
southerners and Catholics to northern evangelical attacks. As Wallace shows, leading Catholic intellectuals
interpreted and defended the contributions made by the Catholic Church to American principles such as
religious liberty and the separation of church and state. Proslavery southern evangelicals, while sharing with
evangelicals in the North the belief that the United States was founded on Protestant values, rejected the
attempts by northern evangelicals to associate Christianity with social egalitarianism and argued that
northern evangelicals compromised both the Bible and Protestantism to fit their ideal of a good society. The
American evangelical dilemma arose from conflicting opinions over what it meant to be an American and a
Christian.

 

"Despite their obvious differences, antebellum American Catholics and pro-slavery Southern evangelicals
had one feature in common: their powerful aversion to Northern evangelicals' transformation of the Christian
faith into a crusading gospel of 'progress.' By exploring their respective critiques of Northern evangelical
theology, with its overconfidence in individual and social perfectibility and its tendency to identify
Christianity with American nationalism, W. Jason Wallace provides us with keen insight into American
evangelicalism's characteristic dilemmas, many of which still bedevil it today." --Wilfred M. McClay,
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

"Jason Wallace makes a clear argument of why Northern evangelical Protestants were consistent in opposing
both slavery and Catholicism. Although the general relationship between abolitionists and nativists has been
well known, Wallace not only proves the connection but also shows the theological basis for that connection.
This book will be of interest to the academic specialist and to a wider audience interested in American
religious history." --Gerald Fogarty, S.J., University of Virginia

"For those who like their history complicated, Jason Wallace's book should be at the top of their reading list.
In this book Wallace takes the familiar dispute between abolitionist and pro-slavery evangelical Protestants
and throws in Roman Catholicism, not only as an intriguing voice in the debates about slavery but also as a
related subject of debate, with Roman Catholicism representing to evangelicals another form of slavery. The



result is an episode that opens the question of slavery to the larger political and economic context of
European and American debates about freedom and tyranny after the eighteenth century revolutions. Wallace
argues convincingly that these disputes produced no winners, and suggests just as plausibly that the reputed
winners--the northern evangelicals--lost as much as they won." --D. G. Hart, Westminster Seminary
California
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From reader reviews:

Samual Larkin:

This book untitled Catholics, Slaveholders, and the Dilemma of American Evangelicalism, 1835-1860 to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order
it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your
list.

William Prentice:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a publication. The book Catholics, Slaveholders, and the Dilemma of American
Evangelicalism, 1835-1860 it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book possesses high quality.

Clyde Connell:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. Catholics, Slaveholders, and the Dilemma of American Evangelicalism, 1835-1860 can be your
answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Marge Lee:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know everything
you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This e-book Catholics, Slaveholders, and the Dilemma of American Evangelicalism, 1835-
1860 was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book that you wanted.
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