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This groundbreaking study analyzes the development of American gothic literature alongside nineteenth-
century discourses of passing and racial ambiguity.

By bringing together these areas of analysis, Justin Edwards considers the following questions. How are the
categories of “race” and the rhetoric of racial difference tied to the language of gothicism? What can these
discursive ties tell us about a range of social boundaries—gender, sexuality, class, race, etc.—during the
nineteenth century? What can the construction and destabilization of these social boundaries tell us about the
development of the U.S. gothic?

The sources used to address these questions are diverse, often literary and historical, fluidly moving between
“representation” and “reality.” Works of gothic literature by Edgar Allan Poe, Herman Melville, Frances
Harper, and Charles Chesnutt, among others, are placed in the contexts of nineteenth-century racial “science”
and contemporary discourses about the formation of identity. Edwards then examines how nineteenth-
century writers gothicized biracial and passing figures in order to frame them within the rubric of a
“demonization of difference.” By charting such depictions in literature and popular science, he focuses on an
obsession in antebellum and postbellum America over the threat of collapsing racial identities—threats that
resonated strongly with fears of the transgression of the boundaries of sexuality and the social anxiety
concerning the instabilities of gender, class, ethnicity, and nationality.

Gothic Passages not only builds upon the work of Americanists who uncover an underlying racial element in
U.S. gothic literature but also sheds new light on the pervasiveness of gothic discourse in nineteenth-century
representations of passing from both sides of the color line. This fascinating book will be of interest to
scholars of American literature, cultural studies, and African American studies.
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From reader reviews:

Lindsey Putman:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Gothic Passages: Racial
Ambiguity and the American Gothic book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Caleb Jones:

This Gothic Passages: Racial Ambiguity and the American Gothic are usually reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Gothic Passages: Racial Ambiguity and the
American Gothic can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the
e-book and printed people. Beside that this Gothic Passages: Racial Ambiguity and the American Gothic
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Lily Terry:

Precisely why? Because this Gothic Passages: Racial Ambiguity and the American Gothic is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

James Hudson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to
as of book Gothic Passages: Racial Ambiguity and the American Gothic. You'll be able to your knowledge
by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a
other place.
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