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Dewey Wallace tells the story of several prominent English Calvinist actors and thinkers in the first
generations after the beginning of the Restoration. He seeks to overturn conventional clichés about
Calvinism: that it was anti-mystical, that it allowed no scope for the ''ancient theology'' that characterized
much of Renaissance learning, that its piety was harshly predestinarian, that it was uninterested in natural
theology, and that it had been purged from the established church by the end of the seventeenth century.

In the midst of conflicts between Church and Dissent and the intellectual challenges of the dawning age of
Enlightenment, Calvinist individuals and groups dealt with deism, anti-Trinitarianism, and scoffing atheism-
-usually understood as godlessness--by choosing different emphases in their defense and promotion of
Calvinist piety and theology. Wallace shows that in each case, there was not only persistence in an earlier
Calvinist trajectory, but also a transformation of the Calvinist heritage into a new mode of thinking and
acting. The different paths taken illustrate the rich variety of English Calvinism in the period.

This study presents description and analysis of the mystical Calvinism of Peter Sterry, the hermeticist
Calvinism of Theophilus Gale, the evangelical Calvinism of Joseph Alleine and the circle that promoted his
legacy, the natural theology of the moderate Calvinist Presbyterians Richard Baxter, William Bates, and John
Howe, and the Church of England Calvinism of John Edwards. Shapers of English Calvinism, 1660-1714
illuminates the religious and intellectual history of the era between the Reformation and modernity, offering
fascinating insight into the development of Calvinism and also into English Puritanism as it transitioned into
Dissent.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Pawlak:

Here thing why that Shapers of English Calvinism, 1660-1714: Variety, Persistence, and Transformation
(Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or
not. Shapers of English Calvinism, 1660-1714: Variety, Persistence, and Transformation (Oxford Studies in
Historical Theology) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no reserve that similar with Shapers of English Calvinism, 1660-1714: Variety, Persistence, and
Transformation (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case
you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Shapers of English Calvinism,
1660-1714: Variety, Persistence, and Transformation (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) in e-book can
be your alternative.

Johnnie Nystrom:

This Shapers of English Calvinism, 1660-1714: Variety, Persistence, and Transformation (Oxford Studies in
Historical Theology) usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason
why of this Shapers of English Calvinism, 1660-1714: Variety, Persistence, and Transformation (Oxford
Studies in Historical Theology) can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your
prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Shapers of English Calvinism, 1660-1714:
Variety, Persistence, and Transformation (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Johanna Land:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Shapers of English Calvinism, 1660-1714: Variety,
Persistence, and Transformation (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) why because the amazing cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.



Jamie Harper:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like
Shapers of English Calvinism, 1660-1714: Variety, Persistence, and Transformation (Oxford Studies in
Historical Theology) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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