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In these reflections on the mercurial qualities of style in Ovid's Meta-morphoses, Garth Tissol contends that
stylistic features of the ever-shifting narrative surface, such as wordplay, narrative disruption, and the self-
conscious reworking of the poetic tradition, are thematically significant. It is the style that makes the process
of reading the work a changing, transformative experience, as it both embodies and reflects the poem's
presentation of the world as defined by instability and flux. Tissol deftly illustrates that far from being
merely ornamental, style is as much a site for interpretation as any other element of Ovid's art.

In the first chapter, Tissol argues that verbal wit and wordplay are closely linked to Ovidian metamorphoses.
Wit challenges the ordinary conceptual categories of Ovid's readers, disturbing and extending the meanings
and references of words. Thereby it contributes on the stylistic level to the readers' apprehension of flux. On
a larger scale, parallel disturbances occur in the progress of narratives. In the second and third chapters, the
author examines surprise and abrupt alteration of perspective as important features of narrative style. We
experience reading as a transformative process not only in the characteristic indirection and unpredictability
of Ovid's narrative but also in the memory of his predecessors. In the fourth chapter, Tissol shows how Ovid
subsumes Vergil's Aeneid into the Metamorphoses in an especially rich allusive exploitation, one which
contrasts Vergil's aetiological themes with those of his own work.

Originally published in 1997.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Dominick Carter:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book The Face of Nature: Wit, Narrative, and
Cosmic Origins in Ovid's "Metamorphoses" (Princeton Legacy Library) has been making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you.
The reserve The Face of Nature: Wit, Narrative, and Cosmic Origins in Ovid's "Metamorphoses" (Princeton
Legacy Library) is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the
book The Face of Nature: Wit, Narrative, and Cosmic Origins in Ovid's "Metamorphoses" (Princeton Legacy
Library). You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Florence Williams:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Face of Nature:
Wit, Narrative, and Cosmic Origins in Ovid's "Metamorphoses" (Princeton Legacy Library) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Jack Caldwell:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Face of Nature: Wit,
Narrative, and Cosmic Origins in Ovid's "Metamorphoses" (Princeton Legacy Library) that give your fun
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able
to pick The Face of Nature: Wit, Narrative, and Cosmic Origins in Ovid's "Metamorphoses" (Princeton
Legacy Library) become your current starter.

Anne Young:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book The Face of Nature: Wit, Narrative, and Cosmic Origins in Ovid's
"Metamorphoses" (Princeton Legacy Library) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add



your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading
any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern
era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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