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"Waging a counterinsurgency war and justified by claims of 'an agreement between Guatemala and God,'
Guatemala's Evangelical Protestant military dictator General Ríos Montt incited a Mayan holocaust: over
just 17 months, some 86,000 mostly Mayan civilians were murdered. Virginia Garrard-Burnett dives into the
horrifying, bewildering murk of this episode, the Western hemisphere's worst twentieth-century human rights
atrocity. She has delivered the most lucid historical account and analysis we yet possess of what happened
and how, of the cultural complexities, personalities, and local and international politics that made this
tragedy. Garrard-Burnett asks the hard questions and never flinches from the least comforting answers.
Beautifully, movingly, and clearly written and argued, this is a necessary and indispensable book."
-- Francisco Goldman, author of The Art of Political Murder: Who Killed the Bishop?

"Virginia Garrard-Burnett's Terror in the Land of the Holy Spirit is impressively researched and argued,
providing the first full examination of the religious dimensions of la violencia - a period of extreme political
repression that overwhelmed Guatemala in the 1980s. Garrard-Burnett excavates the myriad ways Christian
evangelical imagery and ideals saturated political and ethical discourse that scholars usually treat as secular.
This book is one of the finest contributions to our understanding of the violence of the late Cold War period,
not just in Guatemala but throughout Latin America."
--Greg Grandin, Professor of History, New York University

Drawing on newly-available primary sources including guerrilla documents, evangelical pamphlets, speech
transcripts, and declassified US government records, Virginia Garrard-Burnett provides aa fine-grained
picture of what happened during the rule of Guatelaman president-by-coup Efraín Ríos Montt. She suggests
that three decades of war engendered an ideology of violence that cut not only vertically, but also
horizontally, across class, cultures, communities, religions, and even families. The book examines the
causality and effects of the ideology of violence, but it also explores the long durée of Guatemalan history
between 1954 and the late 1970s that made such an ideology possible. More significantly, she contends that
self-interest, willful ignorance, and distraction permitted the human rights tragedies within Guatemala to take
place without challenge from the outside world.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Lopez:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Terror in the Land of the Holy
Spirit: Guatemala under General Efrain Rios Montt 1982-1983 (Religion and Global Politics) will make you
to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Deborah Green:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book Terror in the Land of the Holy Spirit: Guatemala under
General Efrain Rios Montt 1982-1983 (Religion and Global Politics) ended up being making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
publication Terror in the Land of the Holy Spirit: Guatemala under General Efrain Rios Montt 1982-1983
(Religion and Global Politics) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship while using book Terror in the Land of the Holy Spirit: Guatemala under General Efrain Rios
Montt 1982-1983 (Religion and Global Politics). You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Filiberto Dacosta:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
Terror in the Land of the Holy Spirit: Guatemala under General Efrain Rios Montt 1982-1983 (Religion and
Global Politics).

Debra Weeks:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Terror in the Land of the Holy Spirit: Guatemala under General Efrain Rios Montt 1982-1983
(Religion and Global Politics) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single



aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written
in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The
Terror in the Land of the Holy Spirit: Guatemala under General Efrain Rios Montt 1982-1983 (Religion and
Global Politics) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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