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Introduced one hundred years ago, film has since become part of our lives. For the past century, however, the
experience offered by fiction films has remained a mystery. Questions such as why adult viewers cry and
shiver, and why they care at all about fictional characters -- while aware that they contemplate an entirely
staged scene -- are still unresolved. In addition, it is unknown why spectators find some film experiences
entertaining that have a clearly aversive nature outside the cinema. These and other questions make the
psychological status of emotions allegedly induced by the fiction film highly problematic.

Earlier attempts to answer these questions have been limited to a few genre studies. In recent years, film
criticism and the theory of film structure have made use of psychoanalytic concepts which have proven
insufficient in accounting for the diversity of film induced affect. In contrast, academic psychology -- during
the century of its existence -- has made extensive study of emotional responses provoked by viewing fiction
film, but has taken the role of film as a natural stimulus completely for granted. The present volume bridges
the gap between critical theories of film on the one hand, and recent psychological theory and research of
human emotion on the other, in an attempt to explain the emotions provoked by fiction film.

This book integrates insights on the narrative structure of fiction film including its themes, plot structure, and
characters with recent knowledge on the cognitive processing of natural events, and narrative and person
information. It develops a theoretical framework for systematically describing emotion in the film viewer.
The question whether or not film produces genuine emotion is answered by comparing affect in the viewer
with emotion in the real world experienced by persons witnessing events that have personal significance to
them. Current understanding of the psychology of emotions provides the basis for identifying critical features
of the fiction film that trigger the general emotion system. Individual emotions are classified according to
their position in the affect structure of a film -- a larger system of emotions produced by one particular film
as a whole. Along the way, a series of problematic issues is dealt with, notably the reality of the emotional
stimulus in film, the identification of the viewer with protagonists on screen, and the necessity of the
viewer's cooperation in arriving at a genuine emotion. Finally, it is argued that film-produced emotions are
genuine emotions in response to an artificial stimulus. Film can be regarded as a fine-tuned machine for a
continuous stream of emotions that are entertaining after all.

The work paves the way for understanding and, in principle, predicting emotions in the film viewer using
existing psychological instruments of investigation. Dealing with the problems of film-induced affect and
rendering them accessible to formal modeling and experimental method serves a wider interest of
understanding aesthetic emotion -- the feelings that man-made products, and especially works of art, can
evoke in the beholder.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Tesch:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Emotion and the Structure of Narrative Film: Film As An
Emotion Machine (Routledge Communication Series). You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important the book Emotion and the Structure of Narrative Film:
Film As An Emotion Machine (Routledge Communication Series). You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Karen Shiner:

The book Emotion and the Structure of Narrative Film: Film As An Emotion Machine (Routledge
Communication Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave the good thing like a book Emotion and the Structure of Narrative Film: Film As An Emotion
Machine (Routledge Communication Series)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share
all of these. Book Emotion and the Structure of Narrative Film: Film As An Emotion Machine (Routledge
Communication Series) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Traci Daniels:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Emotion and the Structure of Narrative Film: Film As An Emotion
Machine (Routledge Communication Series) book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Emotion and the Structure
of Narrative Film: Film As An Emotion Machine (Routledge Communication Series) content conveys
thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Emotion and the Structure of Narrative Film:
Film As An Emotion Machine (Routledge Communication Series) is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Lena Stubbs:

This Emotion and the Structure of Narrative Film: Film As An Emotion Machine (Routledge
Communication Series) is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who



also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately
using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you
can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Emotion and the Structure of Narrative Film: Film As
An Emotion Machine (Routledge Communication Series) in your hand like having the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right
but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
which?
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