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In this generously illustrated book, acclaimed Berkeley art historian Darcy Grimaldo Grigsby gives us the
definitive account of a history that leads from Napoleon s encounter with the gigantic monuments of ancient
Egypt to the building of the wonders of the industrial world: the Statue of Liberty, Suez Canal, Eiffel Tower,
and Panama Canal. Though now landmarks as famed as the pyramids, Grigsby shows us that all four colossi
owe their existence to French engineers and the fantasies of wealth, progress, and colonial expansion they
and French financiers and politicians took as a call to destiny. Grigsby goes beyond the boundaries of art
history to take her subject in the round. She sets the exploits of characters like Bartholdi and Eiffel against
the backdrop of universal expositions touting the new, science fiction predicting future glories, and cartoons
deflating the hyperbole. She explains the systems of numbers from profits promised and shares sold to
calculations of wind resistance used to promote and then build the colossi. Her book provides more than 200
illustrations, not of art, but of the engineering of the colossi and the visual culture publicizing their
construction. Instead of approaching modernism through the emergence of avant-garde practices in the fine
arts, Grigsby looks at a time of tragic drama when technology became an instrument of imperialist enterprise
and topdown efforts to control and exploit the world s resources, including workers. By uncovering the links
between the building of the canals and the erection of the Statue of Liberty and Eiffel Tower, she offers a
searing lesson in the network of power and influence permeating even cherished icons of human
achievement. Passionately argued, peerless in its research, its synthesis, and its depth of understanding,
Colossal: Engineering the Suez Canal, Statue of Liberty, Eiffel Tower and Panama Canal is a magisterial
addition to serious study of the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Erma Carver:

The book Colossal: Engineering Modernity - Suez Canal, Statue of Liberty, Eiffel Tower, and Panama Canal
will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Colossal:
Engineering Modernity - Suez Canal, Statue of Liberty, Eiffel Tower, and Panama Canal is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Curt Roepke:

This Colossal: Engineering Modernity - Suez Canal, Statue of Liberty, Eiffel Tower, and Panama Canal is
great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great
organize word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Colossal: Engineering Modernity - Suez Canal, Statue of Liberty,
Eiffel Tower, and Panama Canal in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this
book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in
which?

William Gilbert:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is Colossal: Engineering Modernity - Suez Canal, Statue of Liberty, Eiffel Tower, and Panama
Canal this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book
was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of
you.

Mary Flynn:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Colossal: Engineering Modernity -
Suez Canal, Statue of Liberty, Eiffel Tower, and Panama Canal to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to



make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Colossal: Engineering Modernity
- Suez Canal, Statue of Liberty, Eiffel Tower, and Panama Canal can to be your new friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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